Let’s All Recycle and Save
Save what, you might ask.  Save energy, natural resources, landfill space, and $1.00 bag tags for extra trash.  Recycling also protects and expands U.S. manufacturing jobs, prevents pollution caused by the manufacturing of products from virgin materials, decreases emissions of greenhouse gasses that contribute to global climate change, and sustains the environment for future generations.  

There is no single simple solution to our solid waste problems but recycling offers a very good solution to landfilling many materials.  The Ottumwa/Wapello County Recycling Center serves residents of Wapello and Davis Counties.  Residents may drop acceptable material off free of charge.  Businesses may drop most things off free.  There is a charge for tires, appliances from appliance dealers, fluorescent tubes, ballasts, and capacitors.  Most incorporated communities in Wapello and Davis Counties have curbside recycling programs.  Call your City Hall for specific details about your curbside recycling program.  Call the Recycling center at 641-683-0685 for more information about acceptable material.

Recycling Facts:
Most cereal boxes, aluminum, and steel cans have some recycled content.  Anything made from steel in the U.S. has a minimum of 25% recycled content.

Nine jobs are created for every 15,000 tons recycled, according to an estimate by the Washington-based institute for Local Self-Reliance. 

Every hour, we throw away 2.5 million plastic bottles.

Making paper from recycled material uses 30 to 55 % less energy than making paper from trees and reduces the air pollution involved by 95%.  Recycling one ton of newspaper saves approximately 17 trees.  Last year the Ottumwa/Wapello County Recycling Center shipped enough newspaper to be recycled to save 14,296 trees.
Every year people in the United States throw away enough aluminum to rebuild the U.S. commercial air fleet four times over. 

What can we do?  Recycle everything you can, using your recycling bin or the drop-off area at the Ottumwa/Wapello County Recycling Center makes sense and can help save you and the program cents.  From a community perspective, there are simple things you can do to make your program more cost effective.  Increasing participation, breaking down cardboard, properly sorting paper, and not including items that are not recyclable is a great way to insure we have the most efficient recycling program possible. 

The Ottumwa/Wapello County Recycling Center accepts the following items:

1. Corrugated cardboard, this is the type of box most items are shipped in.  Cardboard has two outer layers and a fluted or wavy middle layer.  Paperboard and brown paper grocery bags should be placed with cardboard.  Things like cake mixes, cereal, macaroni & cheese, and Kleenex boxes are made of paperboard.  Items with a heavy wax coat or pop and beer containers should not be included. 
2. Newspaper, this also includes magazines, catalogs, and telephone directories. 

3. Office paper.  Anything that comes across the top of a desk is a good way to remember what this category includes.  Office paper must be bagged in a transparent bag such as those the grocery stores use. 

4. Tin cans, any soup, fruit, juice, paint, etc.  This also includes empty aerosol cans.  Please rinse cans out well.
5. Plastic bottles and jars no need to look for a number.  If it is a bottle or jar, put it in your bin. 

6. Glass.  Food and beverage container glass, ceramic, or window glass.  Please bring window glass to the Center, don’t put it in the recycling bin. 

Please rinse all bottles, jars, and cans.  This will keep your bin and the Recycling Center cleaner.

If you have any questions, call the recycling center at 641-683-0685.

